o Day,
Ot Here Cnd Noro

"So fike sleeping Gutliver we aroaken from our “shipwreeck” bixth”.

WhBat am I? Whoam J? Where am J ?

So asks man, the wmqu@@ wf/)f-wwafo@ awwnw{; the inevitable question of bis é@%—awme condition;
demanding a ﬁwwweeage of the conteact and pezspective to Bis eacistence. He Fm&s that he Bas joined the
moving op'vwf staizcase of time, in bis allotted Pﬁwe.

Heisin "Bis moment” of time and Fmao an answez, to Bis question Of peespective and conteact fwm bis
&Atomj. So like a wﬂxy vace be seizes the Baton of &sz/y) Pcwoea on fo'(/m one genetation to the neact,
that gives sense and purpose to Bis eacistence and so be vuns. IHis "ge/i/mg”, is vooted in bis past; fe 5%56
on to the @w&wg that gives Bim a stable wwﬁ/f/y on Bis eypi/‘oafmucaw(jowmexy. ...Ce Bas not stopped to
question the colour of bis Baton.

What ofb@w moment, the moment that is out tobwgﬁ
We see, what we see, fwm the mundane menutae to the
g/wmb ceisis and Believe that what we see and the manner

we see it wm/ﬁ/f/y mbmb@b@wtpeweprwnofwaﬂ/by
make decisions that D@Fm@ ouwr tomorrow. M/f% 80

compeﬂfmg, Believed  so wmxpfet@@, Becomes an
wnqueeyb'bouea occheooe/nce. (Do we see the criteria the vace

mpﬁ;yatomaﬁeomzwﬁ/f/y? U_dgenwbwoeofbﬁe@acewe
5&0@40&%3 80 wi/eﬁmg/ﬁj, is the tace to survive. It is the
measuze ov our current decisions ma/ﬁ/mg, the value we
pﬁwe on Peopfe and ’o@mgo aze set 6y a owpp@ and demand
culbue: The survival of the ﬁ/bteét. We faud and praise
the oucceéofuf, measueed in wealth and powet. W live it,
yet we dont P@oo€adm it w@y? We call it ’chceaofuf”
ot, "gocd atsutoiving " But then " race” by definition Bas
an additional conteact.

To "suroive”, of itself, Bas no colout, it is as benine
as any impezative. For allBut onea/m'/mwf, the wabi/b'wnof
@ qua/wbi/ﬁca/o'wn to the natuce of the umperative:
"covaebi/b'we éwwioa@ " ) fas no connotation of pejorative;
bgeya/wjmt '%ai%g”wi/bgi/nb@ecmfmeo ofb@mmo’cmce c(Bwtmmom, ab in man.....The abstract
bgmglgbs ofﬁiooeqz-wwaum&ofewb@bmtog:ﬁmwpob@eo%gcmmbwmb@aﬂob@emﬁonofmaﬁmw
colour this qubbﬁcahon:

| Edi. . 8 il e S i -
“on his spiral-staircase journey”

To suzoive is gooo, ( fo’o me ) to not suzoive would be bad
For my enemy to suzoive is good, ( 100’0 Bim ) not to suzoive would be bad
$y reason of mwpab@ic wnderstanding Be asks the question:

Am 5, @y the natuze of?m/y eacistence focRed into doing "o bad b@mg”'m order f)o’o my own gooa?
(Does man g/ﬁ/vao with shame the colour of bis inPerited the Bwton, as it takes on the pejorative fue of
oeﬁfwt@neéo, made so @ a motal conteact to the competitive nature of bis eccistence ? Js it a sense of nggt
that man chooses not to see b@enwbwwofﬁia motivation too of)oaefy? Can be see b@eobﬁ/ngo that made bis
mavionettes fo'u@eafw dance in the manner bﬁexy di?

So what now decisions ?



The Fubure,
@m.?CopeaaMc%au

What do we feef) about the futwoe? P eéoi/mwb, opti/miot: we view the fubww with an wiooynom/bic

covafeooion, Pev@apo rw{,)wbmg to our own f‘)ate o fo’c/twne in ﬁfe and to the pezceived degree of otaﬁbf/}vty
and control we think we Bave over it. But none of‘) us axe inumune to the a{/}mga and areows 010 fozbwne
that is the lot of man, in bis obw%fe to sweoive. Feom time to time all us aze deavon to consider those
b@'mg @eyona the mundane ; events that demand a moze Pﬁi/eooop&cwe sceutinys:

( eacerts fwm Oue Rubicund 5% Sisideas )

Wihen events contrive fo- stir the emotions;
Say, wihen fonched by personal travma
Or deluged by a medialsy diet of dramatized disasters,
lmpinged, We are,
To- thought provoked;

To fake a passing glance at those things
Beyond the immediate cascade of crises
That w owr Unes, for most of us.

To- ponder on the future,

Owr own, mankindly, existence.
Usnally short-Linved,

Suciv thouglty curtoded to- oo fotolistie resignation
Of thungy beyond owr control,

We lvope for He best; But secretly fear tive worst,
Ay the more lmmediate crisis ofs
“What shall | cook for tea?!”
Return to- absorl the mind.

But fear provoked,
Questions remain wnavnswered.

To- gnaw- on the bones of lhope;

What i Hre future for my chilodren?

.

So- we take a peek, from tume to- time
Witen nudged by a famine here,

A war there, pollution everywirere,

But v the end we stop looking,
Numbed to- apativy, or
Over dosed withv fear from a media diet
Of depressing docwmentories
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What can dead men's skovies teffus ?

3{/1%6 is but a series of moments, made zelevant when events, set in theit oequewb'mf wpwm’cwn
giwe wewaOlwﬁip and conteact one moment to an othez. (%%e bas but one Di‘ceobiou, fwm that which bas
5a13pene3 to that which will 5@}3}3@% ; each event G@Ung @ consequence of the previous and waob@
mf%mbmf to the neact. %e events in mcm'a @wbovg Bas this wwffw@y. s such mwn'o Pcwt can be seen
as a joweney, a modewn Dwy pfa/y not unlife that of @ toad teip. We can view the elements of our past,
fike foot-otepo teod in snow ; out /Biotovy as collection of events on that J'owwwy, one Eappew'mg Bere ot
thete foe/pbeaewbmg a o@a/nge in dicection.

So we'ze on a wamwg.’ @fm@fy fwm our rpaot to out fwtww But what is the natuce of that

Joweney A mystecy tour, a gM/LDeD tour, a Bus teip, the obwvw@ﬁngxgy of) a dounk on bis way home ? (And

what motivates us on out Joueney; to arcive at some destination ? Such questions cannot Be answered
with out setting the petspective with which we view out past.

Historians , de faobo, five theix Diéoipﬁme with the &mvoy oF Bma-au]& ; measuring the accuracy
and awb@em’cwwy of events f‘)wm one sowece to another and make conjecture as to the cmaﬁ'vby 010 @
@appe/wi/ng and its éw@oeque/wt consequence. %exy can get fost in the academic nuance and like the man
in the sbeeet, ﬁnb a detachment Foom the charactets that ate acting out theix P’ﬁ"%- "%e/y ace not us
and we ate nob them'”: we /foﬂ)ow the Patﬁoo of theix fabeo b@wugg a mubual emotional connection But
consider our selves 8@%@@, mote advanced, supeior, we fotg@t ot aze Blnd to the ’ceaf'bby that we aze
weiting the fgwto*oy of‘) tomorrow. How will our children view our a’covy? To view *r%étovy with this
opeobatoz’o eye is to not see the steings that made owr mazioneltte /foz@eaw ( and ourselves ) dance; it is the
veason we o not learn fwm Biatozy.

Ouze Biorboz/y 18 not a /Pﬁxy. Jt is not the romantic ff(/woﬁ/by of Beroes and oillwins it is not about
Pa/ogoo. Jtisa oﬁwnofogy of decisions made ( and the consequences of) the same ) f@y a oeff awate animal
cowfgwwtea 8y a chb'wwﬁm seb of stimulus. The com/tfwm/ng criteria fwm which these decisions wete
made ace done 80 fwm the innate programming that is out motivation, our purpose owr meaning to
tife.

The meaning of Ei/fe s not a mystery, it fas Been staring us in the focce fwm the 8egmwi/ng of oce
consciousness; it is not the elevated dream of a romantic wtopian puepose it is the mundaniby of waf'bby
that we shate with all other animals: suroive ( and chmeate) fook at Biatovg fwm this pespective and
evetyy tﬁmg makes sense and ﬁté wmto Pface.



